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Owensboro 
Mayor Ron 
Payne likes to 

say that “Owensboro 
is on the move,” and 
he often follows it by 
saying that no other 
city in Kentucky has 
as much going on as 
Owensboro.

Last week, in his annual “State 
of the City” address, Payne made 
that case again, with details 
supporting the claim. He seized 
on the fact that 58 public and 

private projects are currently 
under way in the community 
with a total value of $759 million, 
all of which he 
said contribute 
to a strong local 
economy.

Larry Boswell 
doesn’t doubt it. “I’ve 
lived here all my 
life, and it’s been a 
long time coming,” 
Boswell said.

Boswell is 
business manager of the 
386-member Owensboro 
Local 1701 of the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers union. These days, 
according to Bowell, it’s full 
employment time for the local, 

with more than 200 members 
working on the new Owensboro 
Medical Health System hospital 

between Pleasant 
Valley Road and 
Daniels Lane off U.S. 
60 East.

The hospital and 
a long list of other 
projects outlined 
by Payne keep 
the local’s other 
electricians working 
steadily, with 

journeymen earning the top rate 
of $29.02 a hour, plus benefits, 
Boswell said.

“It’s been very beneficial 
to us,” Boswell said. “All our 
members are working. It’s 
definitely a boost compared to 

the two years prior (to 2010). 
We started seeing the increase 
toward the end of 2010. 2012 
is projected to be great. ... It’s 
really looking good for any 
electrical contractor, union or 
nonunion.”

Some of the projects 
on Payne’s list are close to 
completion, such as the Kentucky 
National Guard Readiness 
Center, the new state office 
building and the downtown river 
wall project. But others, including 
the downtown convention center 
and Hampton Inn & Suites hotel, 
are set to begin this spring. 
Boswell said spin-off projects 
related to the hospital and 
downtown projects hold potential 
for more construction jobs.

“It looks like several years of 
work,” he said.

For his fourth “State of the 
City” speech Thursday at the 
Greater Owensboro Chamber 
of Commerce’s Rooster Booster 
breakfast, Payne delivered a 
glowing report on the city’s 
health, shining a light on the size 
of the surplus in the city’s general 
fund and moderate-to-low tax 
rates compared to 13 other first- 
and second-class cities. He spent 
the bulk of his time presenting 
the list of ongoing, just finished 
or soon-to-start projects and 
the city’s lower-than-average 
unemployment rate. While the 
national unemployment rate is  
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Salsman Brothers Inc. employees, Jewell Galloway of Madisonville, left, and C.J. Brummett of Dawson Springs, cover a section of concrete wall on the second of two bridges on Ken-
tucky 144 on Thursday afternoon. The bridge work is part of the first phase of the U.S. 60 Bypass Extension project under way east of Owensboro. The Bypass Extension is one of 58 
public and private projects currently under way in the community with a total value of $759 million.

Projects boosting employment, economic growth

The total 
economic impact, 
according to 
Mayor Ron Payne, 
will be $1.3 
billion.
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Owensboro-Daviess County 
Regional Airpor t had another 
record-breaking year in 2011.

And officials there are hoping 
to set yet another record for pas-
sengers in 2012.

In 2010, the airport boarded 
slightly more than 16,000 passen-
gers, primarily on Allegiant Air 
flights to Orlando, Fla.

Last year, boardings continued 
to climb to 16,849.

And Ray Assmar, board chair-
man, says, “We should bounce 

close to 20,000 this year.”
The 2011 numbers might have 

been closer to 20,000, but Alle-
giant suspended flights to Orlando 
for most of August and September, 
which are typically slow months 
for travel to Florida.

The airline did the same thing 
in 2009.

The 2010 numbers were the 
most passengers the airport had 
seen in a single year since com-
mercial ser vice began here in 
1951 with Eastern Airlines.

SEE AIRPORT/PAGE A2

Airport boardings 
keep breaking records
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MANCHESTER, N.H. — Mitt 
Romney brushed aside rivals’ criti-
cism Saturday night in the open-
ing round of a weekend debate 
doubleheader that left his Repub-
lican presidential campaign chal-
lengers squabbling among them-

selves and unable to knock the 
front-runner off stride.

Three days before the first in-
the-nation New Hampshire pri-
mar y, Romney largely ignored 
his fellow Republicans and turned 
instead on President Barack  

SEE DEBATE/PAGE A2

Romney brushes 
off debate barbs 

in New Hampshire
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FRANKFORT — Rep. Jim Glenn took 
his seat in the state House of Representa-
tives on Tuesday afternoon, represent-
ing Owensboro’s 13th District. Although 
Glenn was sworn in by a Daviess Circuit 
Court judge last week, he rose with other 
members of the General Assembly and 
took the oath of offi ce, which was again 
administered by a judge.

How long Glenn will stay in the 13th 
District seat, however, is yet to be deter-
mined.

Tuesday was the fi rst day of the 2019 
General Assembly, and business in the 
House was dominated by how to han-
dle the 13th District election contest. In 
November, Glenn, a Democrat, won the 
race by one vote, defeating incumbent 
Republican DJ Johnson. As allowed by 
state statute, Johnson filed a contest, 

which statute says must be conducted by 
the members of the House.

The decision, which starts the pro-
cess of reviewing the election, caused 
harsh words in the House, which is domi-
nated by a Republican majority. Demo-
crats called the review unprecedented 
and charged Republicans with attempt-

ing to steal the 13th District seat, while 
GOP members said they are following a 
process that is included in state law that 
mandates they review the election result.

Glenn didn’t speak during the House 
session but said afterward he won the 
election.

SEE GLENN/PAGE A2

Glenn seated in Kentucky House

BY JAMES MAYSE
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Committee formed to hear 
13th District House contest

Jim 
Glenn

Rep. David 
Osborne

Rep. Rocky 
Adkins

READ MORE
• Kentucky legislature to begin 2019 

session | Story, Page B3

• Gofort directly challenges Bevin in 
GOP primary | Story, Page B3

Downtown Owensboro will need at 
least 500 available parking spaces to 
meet the demand for future affordable 
housing there, and the latest public 

parking garage the city 
opened late last year 
only facilitates about 
half that need.

City Manager Nate 
Pagan says the next 
leg  o f  downtown’s 
placemaking strategy, 
which would attract 
a f fordable  housing 
to the city’s burgeon-
ing downtown sector, 
may need more input 
by from City Hall to 
provide the parking 
spaces required to sup-
port it.

The $8 million, 437-
space parking garage 

the city has now opened for public 

SEE HOUSING/PAGE A2

Parking an 
obstacle for 
downtown 

housing
BY AUSTIN RAMSEY
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Enid Roach, center, professor of art at Kentucky Wesleyan College, stands behind student Ashley Butler while teaching a special topics 
painting and drawing class with Butler and students Jasmine Sturgeon, left, and Lamont Wilson, right, on Tuesday in the art studio at the 
Ralph Center of the Arts at the college in Owensboro. Tuesday was the second day back for students after the holiday break.

Back to work

Nate Pagan

Tom Watson

The Owensboro RiverPark Center 
Board of Directors is in negotiations 
with Spectra, the Owensboro Conven-
tion Center and Sportscenter venue 
management company, that could result 
in the company taking over partial man-
agement control of operations there.

Sources say the board initiated a 
request for proposals several months 

SEE SPECTRA/PAGE A2

RiverPark 
Center in 

negotiations 
with Spectra

BY AUSTIN RAMSEY
MESSENGER-INQUIRER

INSIDE
A digest of the Owensboro City 

Commission is on Page A2. WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Donald Trump urged 
congressional Democrats to 
fund his long-promised bor-
der wall Tuesday night in a 
somber televised address that 
was heavy with dark immigra-
tion rhetoric but offered little 
in the way of concessions or 
new ideas to break the stand-
off that has left large swaths 
of the government shuttered 
for 18 days.

Speaking to the nation 
from the Oval Offi ce for the 
fi rst time, Trump argued the 
wall was needed to resolve 
a security and humanitarian 
“crisis,” blaming illegal immi-
gration for what he said was 
a scourge of drugs and vio-
lence in the U.S. and asking: 
“How much more American 
blood must we shed before 
Congress does its job?”

Democrats in response 
accused Trump appealing to 
“fear, not facts” and manu-
facturing a border crisis for 
political gain.

Using the formal trap-
pings of the White House, 

Trump hoped to gain the 
upper hand in the standof f 
over his demand for $5.7 bil-
lion to build a wall along the 
U.S.-Mexico border. He plans 
a visit to the border Thurs-
day as he continues to pitch 
what was a signature promise 
of his 2016 presidential cam-
paign.

He addressed the nation 
as the shutdown stretched 
through its third week, with 
hundreds of thousands of fed-
eral workers going without 
pay and some congressional 

Republicans growing increas-
ingly jittery about the spread-
ing impact of the impasse. 
Trump will visit the Capitol 
on Wednesday to meet with 
Senate Republicans, and 
has invited Democratic and 
Republican congressional 
leaders to return to the White 
House to meet with him later 
that day.

He claimed the standof f 
could be resolved in “45 min-
utes” if Democrats would just 
negotiate, but previous meet-
ings have led to no agreement.

For now, Tr ump sees 
this as winning politics. TV 
networks had been reticent 
about providing him airtime 
to make what some feared 
would be a purely political 
speech. And that concern 
was heightened by the deci-
sion Tuesday by Trump’s 
re-election campaign to send 
out fundraising emails and 
text messages to suppor t-
ers tr ying to raise money 
of f the speech. Their goal: 
A half-million dollars in a 
single day.

“I  just  addressed the 
nation on Border Security. 
Now need you to stand with 
me,” read one message sent 
out after his remarks.

In their own televised 
remarks, Democratic House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi and 
Senate Minori ty  Leader 
Chuck Schumer accused 
Trump of misrepresenting 
the situation on the border 
as they urged him to reopen 
closed government depart-
ments and turn loose pay-
checks for hundreds of thou-
sands of workers.

SEE WALL/PAGE A2

Trump pleads on TV for wall money
BY CATHERINE LUCEY, JILL 

COLVIN AND LISA MASCARO
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Carlos Barria | Pool Photo via Associated Press
President Donald Trump speaks from the Oval O�  ce of the White 
House as he gives a prime-time address about border security 
Tuesday in Washington.
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use, however, will only have 
about 267 spaces available 
for downtown residents, 
not taking into account the 
need for retail, restaurant 
and entertainment venue 
parking needs that already 
do exist and are almost 
guaranteed to grow, Pagan 
said. The garage cannot be 
entirely leased out in order 
to meet  the public infra-
structure requirements to 
be refunded by money gen-
erated in the city’s down-
town tax-increment finance 
district.

“The fact is that the park-
ing garage, in and of itself, 
is not sufficient,” he said. 
“These parking concerns 
are something we will be 
dealing with collectively 
over the coming months.”

Options available to 
the city include acquiring 

additional property, pursu-
ing public-private partner-
ships as developers con-
tinue to build downtown, 
regulator y changes to 
the requirements laid out 
by the Owensboro Metro-
politan  Planning Commis-
ion  regarding parking and 
even the construction of 
more on-street parking as 
residential areas begin to 
crop up.

One of those residen-
tial areas slated to break 
ground as early as this year 
is a hotel-apartment com-
plex directly to the west 
of  that brand-new public 

parking garage. It is cur-
rently slated to feature at 
least 160 residential units.

But according to an offi-
cial with Gulfstream Devel-
opment Services, which is 
developing that project, the 
key to  its residential devel-
opment strategy downtown 
is af fordability. That is 
made more difficult by the 
price of land and construc-
tion which is already sky-
rocketing in that sector of 
the city’s economy.

“If you look at the price 
of land down there right 
now and you look at the 
price of construction right 

now and you put those two 
together, and if you have 
to add parking on top of 
that without some munici-
pal  help, you’ve already 
shot way outside any realm 
of affordable housing, and 
that’s really the goal,” said 
Gulfstream Chief Operating 
Officer Ed Ray. “That’s why 
I think it’s going to take a 
partnership amongst dif-
ferent developers, amongst 
municipalities and amongst 
the public in understand-
ing what’s available. The 
city has created the retail 
and the restaurant industry 
down there and there  are 

more  spaces to open up. 
You all have the entertain-
ment facilities, and, as the 
mayor brought up in his 
State of the City Address, 
the residential aspect is the 
third leg of the stool. That 
makes sense to us from 
an economic perspective, 
but we want to continue 
to work with  (Pagan) and 
the rest of the city’s staff 
in finding a parking solu-
tion for downtown to really 
flourish.”

High-end housing, after 
all, is already available 
downtown, Ray pointed out. 
Units are already built and 
many have come on and off 
the market in recent years, 
but the residential aspect 

of downtown’s development 
has left out retirees, mil-
lennials or young families 
who want to live in a dense 
urban area.

In  f ac t ,  Ray  sa id , 
between Gulfstream and 
other developers interested 
in the downtown area, more 
than 600 units between 
Brescia University and the 
Ohio River could be feasi-
ble over the next decade, 
which would require an 
enormous  infrastructure 
on the part of the city and 
county.

Austin Ramsey,  
270-691-7302, aramsey@
messenger-inquirer.com, 
Twitter: @austinrramsey
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“I think the people of Daviess County 
elected me, and want me to be elected,” 
Glenn said. “I think the electoral pro-
cess was fair.”

A recanvass confirmed the election 
result, he said.

“I’m not a lawyer. I’m just saying the 
people of Daviess County voted for who 
they wanted to vote for,” Glenn said.

Shortly before the session began, 
a group outside of the House cham-
bers began chanting “let Glenn in” and 
“every vote counts.” People cheered 
as Glenn, with family members, began 
ascending the stairs.

Once the House got down to busi-
ness, House Speaker David Osborne, a 
Prospect Republican, called a commit-
tee to discuss the election contest. That 
process, which was initiated over the 
protests of House Democrats, created a 
nine-member board to hear the contest.

The board is made up of six Republi-
cans and three Democrats. The board, 
according to a House report, will have 
the “ability to send for persons, papers 
and records relevant to the contest, and 
shall do so at the earliest practicable 
opportunity.” The board can examine 
witnesses and the process will resemble 
a court proceeding, where attorneys 
for both Johnson and Glenn can cross-
examine those witnesses. 

The “fact-finding” process will be 
open to the public and subject to the 
state’s open meetings law, although the 
board will be able to go into executive 
session. The board will issue a final 
report  that will be acted on by the full 
House.

Glenn said before taking his seat he 
expected he would be allowed to join 
other legislators, but that he also expect-
ed the contest board to be formed. 
While that action was anticipated, it still 
prompted outrage from Democrats on 
the House floor.

“It is with deep sadness that I rise 
today, because I feel compelled to speak 
out against a great injustice,” Rep. Der-
rick Graham, a Frankfort Democrat and 
member of the Democratic minority’s 
leadership team, said. “... The people 
of Daviess County and the people of 
Owensboro have elected a good man, a 
dedicated public servant and the right-
ful winner of the 13th District” seat.

“We stand behind the people’s 
choice,” Graham said, and “we should 
not allow politicians to decide ... who will 
represent the 13th District on this floor.”

Rep. Chad McCoy, a Bardstown 
Republican, in turn, accused Democrats 

of attempting to ignore the state law 
giving the House authority to hear con-
tested House elections.

“This chamber has a duty to take 
up the contest,” McCoy said. He noted 
the state law governing House contests 
says legislators “shall” take actions. 

“I’m honest-to-God saddened the 
entire minority party” wanted to ignore 
the statute, said McCoy, who also 
opened up the possibility of the contest 
board reviewing 17 rejected absentee 
ballots. Those ballots weren’t counted 
because the Daviess County Board of 
Elections ruled them invalid for lacking 
signatures, or in one case, lacking the 
actual ballot. No one knows if any of 
those ballots were cast in the 13th Dis-
trict race.

“What about those 17 people?” 
McCoy said. “What about their rights?”

After the session was over, Osborne 
said decisions to look at individual bal-
lots would be made by the contest com-
mittee. He said statements by Graham 
and other Democrats were “political 
things that need to be said on the floor” 
for the benefit of the television cameras, 
but the House is required by statute to 
hear the contest.

“We have no choice but to take this 
matter up,” Osborne said.

Osborne said there’s no deadline for 
the contest board to finish its work, but 
it will be their responsibility “to act as 
quickly as we need to.”

Of the contest, Osborne said, “I’m 
trying to make this as open and trans-
parent as possible.”

Rep. Rocky Adkins, a Sandy Hook 
Democrat and minority floor leader, said 
afterward he was concerned about the 
prospect of opening the rejected absen-
tee ballots, and the contest shouldn’t 
have been allowed to go forward with-
out a vote to proceed by the full House.

“(Glenn’s) election has been certified 
locally” and by the Secretary of State, 
Adkins said. “He has been sworn in by 
two judges. He’s taken the oath here on 
the floor.

“When we start talking about ballots 
that were rejected by a bipartisan board 
(of elections), that concerns me deeply,” 
Adkins said. 

The contest board met briefly 
in the afternoon to elect a chairman. 
The board is scheduled to meet again 
Wednesday, Jan. 10. The board can-
not begin examining ballots, because 
those ballots are still in Daviess Coun-
ty, secured under lock and key by the 
Daviess County Clerk’s Office.

James Mayse, 270-691-7303,  
jmayse@messenger-inquirer.com,  
Twitter: @JamesMayse
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ago that resulted in  three total bids 
from outside contractors. Spectra, 
a spor ts and enter tainment firm 
based in Philadelphia, was among 
them, and Board Chair Jeff Ebelhar 
called it “the most viable candidate” 
at this stage of the negotiations. 
With Executive Director Roxi Witt’s 
retirement being considered in one 
or two years, Ebelhar said the board 
entered into strategic planning 
discussions  more than two years 
ago  that have centered on  the non-
profit’s future in regional perform-
ing arts and civic entertainment. 

“We have been doing some stra-
tegic planning and thinking about 
what our options might be as we 
move for ward over the next 25 
years,” Ebelhar said Tuesday. “(We 
have been) trying to figure out what 
is our best course of action. Do we 
engage some outside consultants to 
assist us or do we hire somebody?”

Part of the ongoing discussions 
among board members do include 
whether to simply hire another 
executive director in Witt’s absence, 
Ebelhar said. Negotiations with 
Spectra, he added, should not be 
interpreted as any final  action the 

board will ultimately take. The 
RiverPark center is a private, non-
profit entity  neither subject to open 
records nor open meetings laws. 
The request for proposals, therefore, 
was only described to the Messen-
ger-Inquirer by Ebelhar as having to 
do with outsourcing “programming, 
marketing and perhaps facility or 
operations management.”

It’s unclear as of yet whether 
that would have an impact on the 
dozen or so staff the center already 
employs, but Ebelhar did say the 
negotiations do not threaten the 
board’s overall control of the non-
profit entity. The city of Owensboro 
owns the 60,000 square feet of space 
the center currently occupies, and 
city officials said they are not a part 
of the negotiations, nor are they cur-
rently considering selling that space.

Mayor Tom Watson said the city 
did recommend that the RiverPark 
Center at least consider Spectra’s 
venue management ser vices, as 
such an arrangement would be in 
the community’s benefit.

“We were not pushing for it, but 
we did make an  offer,  because we 
knew there was going to be a change 
in leadership over there and we were 
planning out  for the future,” Watson 
said. “We thought Spectra may work 
out, and we wanted to see if it would, 
even if it was on a trial basis.  It was 

not a demand, though.  We did not 
say, ‘You’ve got to do this.’ I just think 
it’s helpful for every one of our enter-
tainment venues to know what each 
other are bidding on and to work 
together. We have three dif ferent 
venues that can do three different 
things, and if somebody in one venue 
squeezes in or has a whole bunch of 
extra space for one event that could 
have gone elsewhere and made the 
crowd bigger and been more suc-
cessful, that’s a shame. At least they 
will all know what’s going on.”

The city’s relationship with 
the RiverPark Center is much like 
its relationship with the Bluegrass 
Music Hall of Fame & Museum; it 
owns each entity’s spaces but leaves 
control up to individual boards and 
directors. The mayor said no such 
offer has been made to the bluegrass 
museum because its new, state-of-
the-art center downtown “does not 
compete in the same genre.”

Officials with the RiverPark Cen-
ter say they hope  to ratify some 
sort of an agreement or decide on 
a future administration  sometime 
this year. Other board members who 
were reached Tuesday  declined to 
speak on the record.

Austin Ramsey, 270-691-7302, 
aramsey@messenger-inquirer.com, 
Twitter: @austinrramsey
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Negotiations on wall funding could pro-
ceed in the meantime, they said.

Schumer said Trump “just used the 
backdrop of the Oval Office to manufacture 
a crisis, stoke fear and divert attention from 
the turmoil in his administration.”

In his dire address, Trump ticked off a 
string of statistics and claims to make his 
case that there is a crisis at the border, but 
a number of his statements were mislead-
ing, such as saying the new trade deal with 
Mexico would pay for the wall, or suggest-
ing through gruesome examples that immi-
grants are more likely to commit crime.

Trump, who has long railed against ille-
gal immigration at the border, has recently 
seized on humanitarian concerns to argue 
there is a broader crisis that can only be 
solved with a wall. But critics say the secu-
rity risks are overblown and the adminis-
tration is at least partly to blame for the 
humanitarian situation.

Trump used emotional language, refer-
ring to Americans who were killed by peo-
ple in the country illegally, saying: “I’ve 
met with dozens of families whose loved 

ones were stolen by illegal immigration. 
I’ve held the hands of the weeping mothers 
and embraced the grief-stricken fathers. So 
sad. So terrible.”

The president often highlights such inci-
dents, though studies over several years 
have found immigrants are less likely to 
commit crimes than people born in the 
United States.

Trump has been discussing the idea of 
declaring a national emergency to allow 
him to move forward with the wall without 
getting congressional approval for the bil-
lions he’s requested. But he did not men-
tion that Tuesday night.

The par tial government shutdown 
reached its 18th day, making the closure 
the second-longest in history. Hundreds 
of thousands of federal workers are going 
without pay, and government disruptions 
are hitting home with everyday Americans.

Trump was nearly halfway through his 
9-minute address before he ever mentioned 
the border wall, describing it as a request 
from law enforcement rather than his own 
longstanding political pledge. He also sug-
gested that his proposal to build the wall 
from steel, rather than concrete, was a con-
cession to Democrats, although they don’t 
see it that way.

WALL

HOUSING
At its 3:30 p.m. special-called 

meeting Tuesday on the fourth floor at 
Owensboro City Hall, the Owensboro 
City Commission took up the following 
agenda items:

• Heard a fund balance policy 

recommendation.
• Heard an OBKY Project update.
• Heard a presentation on 

downtown parking.
• Heard updates on ongoing city 

projects. 

Digest
Owensboro City Commission

WASHINGTON — Top 
congressional Democrats said 
Tuesday that President Don-
ald Trump “has chosen fear” 
in his drive to build a south-
ern border wall and called on 
him to reopen the govern-
ment shuttered because of the 
standoff over his demand for 
money for the barrier.

Speaking moments after 
Trump made his case for the 
wall in an Oval Office address, 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
told a national television audi-
ence that the president’s rhet-
oric has been “full of misinfor-
mation and even malice.”

Standing alongside her, 
Senate Minority Leader 
Chuck Schumer said Amer-
ica’s symbol “should be the 
Statute of Liberty, not a 30-foot 
wall.” He accused Trump 
of trying to “stoke fear and 
divert attention” from his 

tumultuous administration.
The Democrats’ prime-

time remarks were some-
thing of a debut for the newly 
empowered opposition. Less 
than a week after Demo-
crats seized control of the 
House, Pelosi and Schumer 
stood side-by-side at a lectern 
in a joint appearance that 
appeared designed to empha-
size their party’s unity.

They spoke moments after 
Trump warned of a “growing 
humanitarian and security cri-
sis” at the border with Mexi-
co. He said it was “immoral” 
for politicians “to do nothing 
and continue to allow more 
innocent people to be so hor-
ribly victimized” by the drugs 
and criminals he claims are 
streaming across the bound-
ary.

Trump and the Democrats 
have been dueling during a 
partial government shutdown 
over his demands for — and 

their opposition to — $5.7 bil-
lion to begin building a bor-
der wall with Mexico. Some 
800,000 federal employees are 
working without pay or have 
been furloughed at dozens 
of federal agencies, and each 
side is blaming the other for 
the closure.

The longest shutdown ever 
was 21 days that stretched 
from December 1995 into Jan-
uary 1996.

Polls have shown that 
Trump’s proposed wall and 
the shutdown fight have 
played well with his die-hard 
conser vative suppor ters, 
but poorly with the general 
public. The wall was one of 
Trump’s highest-profile cam-
paign promises and his per-
formance on that issue could 
have a major impact on his 
2020 re-election effort, while 
Democrats have made opposi-
tion to the proposal a corner-
stone goal.

Democrats: Trump relies on 
fear and malice in wall debate

BY ALAN FRAM
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
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