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Recovering from injury, Jones scores 20 as UK wins/B1

BUSINESS: Phill’s
Custom Cabinets sells 
Cabinotch patent/D1

Owensboro 
Mayor Ron 
Payne likes to 

say that “Owensboro 
is on the move,” and 
he often follows it by 
saying that no other 
city in Kentucky has 
as much going on as 
Owensboro.

Last week, in his annual “State 
of the City” address, Payne made 
that case again, with details 
supporting the claim. He seized 
on the fact that 58 public and 

private projects are currently 
under way in the community 
with a total value of $759 million, 
all of which he 
said contribute 
to a strong local 
economy.

Larry Boswell 
doesn’t doubt it. “I’ve 
lived here all my 
life, and it’s been a 
long time coming,” 
Boswell said.

Boswell is 
business manager of the 
386-member Owensboro 
Local 1701 of the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers union. These days, 
according to Bowell, it’s full 
employment time for the local, 

with more than 200 members 
working on the new Owensboro 
Medical Health System hospital 

between Pleasant 
Valley Road and 
Daniels Lane off U.S. 
60 East.

The hospital and 
a long list of other 
projects outlined 
by Payne keep 
the local’s other 
electricians working 
steadily, with 

journeymen earning the top rate 
of $29.02 a hour, plus benefits, 
Boswell said.

“It’s been very beneficial 
to us,” Boswell said. “All our 
members are working. It’s 
definitely a boost compared to 

the two years prior (to 2010). 
We started seeing the increase 
toward the end of 2010. 2012 
is projected to be great. ... It’s 
really looking good for any 
electrical contractor, union or 
nonunion.”

Some of the projects 
on Payne’s list are close to 
completion, such as the Kentucky 
National Guard Readiness 
Center, the new state office 
building and the downtown river 
wall project. But others, including 
the downtown convention center 
and Hampton Inn & Suites hotel, 
are set to begin this spring. 
Boswell said spin-off projects 
related to the hospital and 
downtown projects hold potential 
for more construction jobs.

“It looks like several years of 
work,” he said.

For his fourth “State of the 
City” speech Thursday at the 
Greater Owensboro Chamber 
of Commerce’s Rooster Booster 
breakfast, Payne delivered a 
glowing report on the city’s 
health, shining a light on the size 
of the surplus in the city’s general 
fund and moderate-to-low tax 
rates compared to 13 other first- 
and second-class cities. He spent 
the bulk of his time presenting 
the list of ongoing, just finished 
or soon-to-start projects and 
the city’s lower-than-average 
unemployment rate. While the 
national unemployment rate is  
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Salsman Brothers Inc. employees, Jewell Galloway of Madisonville, left, and C.J. Brummett of Dawson Springs, cover a section of concrete wall on the second of two bridges on Ken-
tucky 144 on Thursday afternoon. The bridge work is part of the first phase of the U.S. 60 Bypass Extension project under way east of Owensboro. The Bypass Extension is one of 58 
public and private projects currently under way in the community with a total value of $759 million.

Projects boosting employment, economic growth

The total 
economic impact, 
according to 
Mayor Ron Payne, 
will be $1.3 
billion.
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Owensboro-Daviess County 
Regional Airpor t had another 
record-breaking year in 2011.

And officials there are hoping 
to set yet another record for pas-
sengers in 2012.

In 2010, the airport boarded 
slightly more than 16,000 passen-
gers, primarily on Allegiant Air 
flights to Orlando, Fla.

Last year, boardings continued 
to climb to 16,849.

And Ray Assmar, board chair-
man, says, “We should bounce 

close to 20,000 this year.”
The 2011 numbers might have 

been closer to 20,000, but Alle-
giant suspended flights to Orlando 
for most of August and September, 
which are typically slow months 
for travel to Florida.

The airline did the same thing 
in 2009.

The 2010 numbers were the 
most passengers the airport had 
seen in a single year since com-
mercial ser vice began here in 
1951 with Eastern Airlines.

SEE AIRPORT/PAGE A2

Airport boardings 
keep breaking records

BY KEITH LAWRENCE
MESSENGER-INQUIRER

MANCHESTER, N.H. — Mitt 
Romney brushed aside rivals’ criti-
cism Saturday night in the open-
ing round of a weekend debate 
doubleheader that left his Repub-
lican presidential campaign chal-
lengers squabbling among them-

selves and unable to knock the 
front-runner off stride.

Three days before the first in-
the-nation New Hampshire pri-
mar y, Romney largely ignored 
his fellow Republicans and turned 
instead on President Barack  

SEE DEBATE/PAGE A2

Romney brushes 
off debate barbs 

in New Hampshire
BY STEVE PEOPLES
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Commonwealth’s Attorney Bruce 
Kuegel said Tuesday that he will seek the 
death penalty for Arnett B. Baines, who 
was indicted last week for murder in the 
shooting deaths of Jay Michael Sowders, 
Robert D. Smith and Christopher Carie, 
and an assault on Carmen Vanegas.

But Kuegel said he is not seeking the 
ultimate penalty “at this time” for Cylar L. 
Shemwell, 31, who was also indicted on 
the same charges.

Police said earlier that Baines, 30, is 

believed to have shot each of 
the three men in the head “execu-
tion-style.”

Shemwell is said to have 
watched the slaying of the men.

Circuit Judge Jay Wethington 
set Baines’ bail at $265,000 full 
cash on all the charges, which 
included one count of torture of 
a dog or cat resulting in serious 
physical injury or death, tampering with 
physical evidence, possession of a hand-
gun by a convicted felon and persistent 
felony offender.

A pretrial conference in his 
case is set for April 12.

Bail has not yet been set for 
Shemwell.

A hearing is set for 8:30 a.m. 
Tuesday in that case.

The last time a Daviess Coun-
ty jury recommended the death 
penalty was in 1936.

Baines and Shemwell are 
charged in the Jan. 17 shootings at 
a home in the 900 block of Audubon 

SEE HOMICIDE/PAGE A2

Kuegel to seek death 
penalty in triple homicide

BY KEITH LAWRENCE
MESSENGER-INQUIRER

Owensboro’s Community Devel-
opment Department will recommend 
to elected leaders later this year 
northwestern portions 
of the city between 
E w i n g  R o a d  a n d 
Orchard Street for the 
next neighborhood 
revitalization strategy 
area, of ficials at City 
Hall confirmed Tues-
day night.

Either as a par t 
of that federal block 
grant investment program or as a 
separate project altogether, Com-
munity Development Director Abby 
Shelton says the city is now poised to 
make good on its nearly decade-old 
promise to replace the Senior Com-
munity Center of Owensboro-Daviess 
County.

The proposed 2020-25 Consoli-
dated Plan will outline a Northwest 
Neighborhood Revitalization Strat-
egy Area wherein, Shelton said the 
city will either give or sell a devel-
oper the 4-acre plot of land it owns 
on West Second Street that is cur-
rently home to the senior center, for-
merly known as the Munday Activ-
ity Center. Under the terms of that 
exchange, the city will hold that 
developer to a plan that will retro-
fi t the 83-year-old building into low-
income senior housing and build in 
its lawn a new senior community cen-
ter. 

That center is expected to be a 
keystone in the neighborhood devel-
opment program. 

“I want it to be a community build-
ing,” Shelton said. “I don’t want it 
to be it locked into only of fer-
ing senior services. In that section 
of town, there is a lack of different 
services available. There’s a lack of 
grocery stores and fresh markets. 
There are little mom and pop shops 
there, but I think if we can support 
that backbone a little bit better than 
that area will grow up. It will not only 
be landlocked to that footprint, but 
there are several buildings around 
that area that could be utilized for 
maybe a barbershop or whatever the 
senior citizen center wants to do. I’ve

SEE REHAB/PAGE A2

Shelton 
con� rms 

northwest 
rehab work
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New senior citizen 
center targeted in plan 

for neighborhood 

Abby 
Shelton

Arnett B. 
Baines

With more rain on the fore-
cast later this week, Daviess 
County is issuing sandbags to 
residents seeking fl ood relief.

Sandbags will be available 
at the Daviess County Public 
Works complex from 8 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 13, 
and from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Saturday.

The Daviess County Pub-
lic Works complex is at 2620 
Kentucky 81.  Motorists 
are advised to turn into the 
entrance, go through the gate 
and turn left into the third 
drive on the left where the 
sandbagging station will be 
visible.

According to Daviess 
County Emergency Man-
agement  Agency Direc -

tor Andy Ball, each Daviess 
County household is eligi-
ble to receive up to 50 fi lled 
or empty sandbags. Volun-
teers will be standing by to 
assist with filling, tying and 
loading sandbags. For those 
needing more than 50 sand-
bags, Schrecker Supply Co. 
has placed an order for 6,000, 
which should be available 
by Wednesday. Each 16- by 

24-inch sandbag is 74 cents. 
Sandbags purchased from 
Schrecker Supply Co. come 
in bundles of 100.

Ball recommended calling 
the company for more infor-
mation at 270-684-6244.

Empty sandbags are also 
available for purchase and, in 
some cases, can be shipped 

SEE SANDBAGS/PAGE A2

With more wet weather expected, 
county begins issuing sandbags

BY AUSTIN RAMSEY
MESSENGER-INQUIRER

Photo by Greg Eans, Messenger-Inquirer.com | geans@messenger-inquirer.com 
A crew from the city’s public works department line the low areas of Smothers Park with sandbags Tuesday in preparation of � ood-
ing in the park in downtown Owensboro. The crew started the job on Monday and had planned to put down 2,000 sandbags. The 
National Weather Service in Paducah has issued a � ood warning for the Ohio River at Owensboro with a predicted crest of 43.8 feet 
by Sunday evening.

INSIDE
A digest of Tuesday’s Owensboro City 
Commission actions is on Page A2.

 The Tennessee  Val ley 
Authority has released its fi nal 
environmental  assessment 
of the Paradise Fossil Plant in 
Muhlenberg County, just days 
before a key decision the board 
of directors is set to make 
regarding its future.

A 350-page report released
Monday found that closing 

the plant’s last remaining coal-
fired unit, PFC Unit 3, would 
have no significant impact on 
the TVA power ser vice area, 
despite claims by several Repub-
lican state and federal officials 
this week that it could disrupt 
the national grid, especially dur-
ing high peak times like the 
polar vortex earlier this month.

At a massive rally in Powderly 
on Saturday, Kentucky Gov. Matt 

Bevin called on the TVA board 
to delay its vote, scheduled for 
Thursday, until at least two new 
members have been appointed 
and the Federal Energy Regula-
tory Commission has completed 
its own study on the impact con-
sistently competitive natural gas 
prices are having on the coal and 
nuclear power markets. FERC 
denied a request by President 
Donald Trump to help subsidize 

those markets last month.
The president tweeted sup-

port for the Muhlenberg Coun-
ty power plant on Monday say-
ing: “Coal is an important part 
of our electricity generation mix 
and (the TVA) should give seri-
ous consideration to all factors 
before voting to close viable 
power plants, like Paradise #3 in 
Kentucky!”

Later, Senate Majority Lead-

er Mitch McConnell, a Ken-
tucky Republican, responded to 
Trump’s tweet saying: “I agree 
Mr. President. #Coal is an afford-
able & reliable source of energy 
we can fi nd right here in #Ken-
tucky. It powers the lights in our 
homes & employs thousands of 
hardworking Kentuckians. Coal 
has helped fuel our country’s

SEE TVA/PAGE A2

Final report, political input set stage for critical TVA vote
BY AUSTIN RAMSEY
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Avenue that left three dead and one 
critically injured.

During a preliminary hearing in the 
case earlier, Detective Todd Wilkerson 
of the Owensboro Police Department 

told District Judge Nick Burlew that 
the home had surveillance cameras on 
the front porch and in the basement, 
where the shootings took place.

His testimony described how 
Baines and Shemwell entered a room 
in the home’s basement where three of 
the victims were shot.

Wilkerson said Vanegas, who was 

asleep while the three were killed, 
tried to hide.

But he said that Baines shot her in 
the head as well.

Shemwell sat smoking while the 
killings took place, Wilkerson said.

Keith Lawrence, 270-691-7301, 
klawrence@messenger-inquirer.com
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FROM THE FRONT PAGE

as early as Friday. Big-
box stores like Menards, 
Lowe’s, Home Depot and 
Walmart also have online 
empty sandbag sales, but 

some require bundle pur-
chases and shipping times 
vary.

D a v i e s s  C o u n t y 
remained in a flood warn-
ing most of Tuesday. That 
could persist until Sun-
day evening when the 
Ohio River is expected 
to crest at 43.8 feet in 

Owensboro, just below 
the  44 - foot  moderate 
flood stage. According 
to the National Weather 
Ser vice in Paducah, a 
temporar y wet weather 
r e p r i e v e   We d n e s d a y 
and most of Thursday is 
expected to give way to 
more heavy rains Thurs-

day evening and through-
out the day on Friday. A 
slight chance of rain and 
snow is forecast for Satur-
day.   

Austin Ramsey, 270-691-
7302, aramsey@messenger-
inquirer.com, Twitter:  
@austinrramsey

SANDBAGS
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greatness & it needs to be 
part of our energy future.”

Unit 3, which employs 
about  130  peop le ,  i s 
the last remaining coal-
burning unit at Paradise, 
which sits on the Green 
River about six miles east 
of Drakesboro. The TVA 
retired Paradise Unites 
1 and 2 in April  2017 
because of revised feder-
al mercury and air toxic 
standards.  They were 
replaced that same year 
with the Paradise Com-
bined Cycle Plant to the 
nor th, a 1,100-megawatt 
natural gas plant capable 
of meeting flexible ener-

gy  product ion needs. 
Since then, the TVA has 
continued to monitor the 
remaining coal-fired unit at 
Paradise Fossil Plant, and, 
in November, released a 
report that recommended 
its closure. It is nearly 
50 years old and plagued 
with ongoing maintenance 
issues, the repor t stat-
ed. Natural gas prices, it 
added, have remained con-
sistently lower than those 
for coal.

A Murray Energy Corp. 
mine is responsible for 
at least 50 percent of the 
fuel Unit 3 consumes and 
several other washing and 
hauling facilities rely on 
its operations there, not to 
mention the region’s eco-
nomic interest in those 
jobs and the tax dollars 

they generate. 
“It’s not just me, but it’s 

the community,” said Tyler 
Allen, who works at a coal 
preparation facility that 
cleans fuel for the unit. 
“I think the this is just a 
remnant of the war on coal 
that we have. It’s going to 
continue to get worse if we 
don’t do something about 
it. ... In this area, (coal) is 
a huge part of every job to 
most people. A lot of peo-
ple from this community 
work in the coal industry.”

Monday’s report, how-
ever, determined that, 
while closing the plant 
could have a moderate 
socioeconomic impact on 
Muhlenberg County, the 
remaining coal unit cannot 
keep up with national ener-
gy growth trends.

“Unit 3 does not provide 
the level of flexibility need-
ed to balance hourly, daily 
and seasonal changes in 
energy consumption,” the 
report reads. “In addition 
cycling the unit off and on 
results in more wear and 
tear and higher operation 
and maintenance costs. 
TVA has considered load 
outlook, economic benefits 
and costs, per formance 
and environmental and 
social impacts and deter-
mined that there is no 
immediate need to replace 
the generating capacity 
currently provided by PAF 
Unit 3. ... TVA’s action ... 
supports a low cost, reli-
a b l e ,  r i s k - i n f o r m e d , 
diverse, environmentally 
responsible and flexible 
power system.”

Austin Ramsey, 270-691-
7302, aramsey@messenger-

inquirer.com, Twitter: 
@austinrramseyTVA
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encouraged them to look 
for par tnerships in the 
community to help make 
it a focal point of commu-
nity development.”

Owensboro’s Triplett 
T wis t  s t ra tegy  ar ea , 
which incorporates por-
tions of the city east of 
Frederica Street, is oper-
ating under a consoli-
dated plan that is set to 
expire in October of this 
year. The city had iden-
tified  a plan to demol-
ish Gabe’s Tower  as the 
centerpiece achievement 
for that program around 
which more develop-
ment  wou ld  spur.  A 
third-par ty  developer 
snagged the proper ty 
before the city could pur-
chase Gabes, however, 
which has since locked 
leaders in an ongoing 
legal battle with no clear 
end in sight. 

S h e l t o n  s a i d  s h e 
d o e s n ’ t  e n v i s i o n  a 
similar outcome in the 
Northwest strategy area. 
For one thing, the city 
owns the Munday Center 
property and can choose 
a developer with whom 
it wishes to negotiate. 
Plus,  bui lding a  new 
senior center has been a 
long, sought-after goal. 
The energy to see i t 
come to fruition is there, 
she said.

“It’s going to happen 
one way or another, but 
it’s going to have to take 
shape as we go along,” 
Shelton said. “We want 
to guide (the senior cen-
ter  board) and make 
sure they feel comfor t-
able with what’s going 
on. We do own the prop-
erty, but the more brains 
we have at the table is 
better.”

That’s music to Dana 
Peveler’s ears. Peveler is 
executive director at the 

senior community cen-
ter, and she has  actively 
lobbied the commission 
for new space since she 
took that job in 2014.

But the center’s need 
for  a new building goes 
back nearly 12 years, 
she said, as the region’s 
senior cit izen popula-
tion grew exponentially 
and utility costs in the 
old  schoolhouse grew 
just as fast. 

“It ’s hope,” Peveler 
said, describing the plan. 
“It’s hope that we’ll be 
able to realize the future. 
I can’t even express how 
many emot ions  have 
been tied to the pros-
pect of a new facility. For 
so many seniors, this is 
just a dream come true, 
because I can’t tell you 
how many of them have 
said, ‘I sure hope I live 
long enough to see it.’ 
This plan that’s taking 
shape  — it’s so exciting. 
It’s so overwhelming.

She said she is excit-
ed to use a new space as 
a center for all, not just 

senior citizens. Already, 
she said, her staf f have 
begun to develop multi-
generational cur ricula 
that  could  appea l  to 
younger generat ions. 
She envisions a cohe-
sive center, she said, in 
which people of all ages 
and from all walks of life 
can learn from and enjoy 
each other.

That ’ s  par t icu lar ly 
impor tant to the city, 
officials say, as they gen-
erate a plan to put the 
center back on the tax 
rolls, especially around 
several public housing 
facilities already in place.

I n  f a c t ,  S h e l t o n 
sa id ,  ident i fy ing  the 
nor thwest  por t ion of 
Owensbor o  for  loca l 
incentives was an easy 
decision because most 
of that area is already 
occupied by federal tax 
investment footprints 
c a l l e d  O p p o r t u n i t y 
Zones.

By coupling the his-
t o r i c  b u i l d i n g  a n d 
Oppor tunity Zone  tax 
credits with local block 

grant funds, it shouldn’t 
be hard to find a devel-
oper who is interested in 
making the city’s vision 
a reality.

A request for qualifi-
cations on that project 
will be issued later this 
year.

Other projects that 
will likely be sought in 
the Northwest Neighbor-
hood Revitalization Strat-
egy Area include exist-
ing homeowner exterior 
rehabilitazproperties. By 
working with the city’s 
Public Works Depar t-
ment, Shelton said, she 
hopes to work with prop-
er ty owners to give the 
city’s northwesternmost 
a r ea  a  much -needed 
facelift.

All of these projects 
will  require city com-
mission approval. They 
will be presented in Shel-
ton’s consolidated plan 
later this year.

Austin Ramsey, 270-691-
7302, aramsey@messenger-
inquirer.com, Twitter:  
@austinrramsey
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At its 5 p.m. special-called 
meeting Tuesday on the fourth 
floor at Owensboro City Hall, the 
Owensboro City Commission took 
up the following agenda items:

• Read an Adverse Childhood 
Experiences Awareness for 
Resilience and Empowerment 
proclamation.

• Heard a presentation on tax 
increment finance districts by City 
Manager Nate Pagan.

• Heard an update on the 
Bluegrass Music Hall of Fame & 
Museum by Assistant City Manager 
Lelan Hancock.

• Heard the city project list.
• Approved the following 

personnel appointments:
Aaron Brown, probationary, 

full-time, non-civil service, 
promotional appointment to crew 
leader with the Public Works Street 
Department, effective Feb 17.

John Nantz, probationary, 
full-time, non-civil service 
appointment to equipment 
operator with the Public Works 
Grounds Department, effective 
Feb. 17.

• Entered into closed session 
under Kentucky Revised Statutes 
61.810(1)(b) to discuss the 
acquisition or sale of property and 
under KRS 61.810(1)(c) to discuss 
proposed or pending litigation.

Digest
Owensboro City Commission

Graphic by the Messenger-Inquirer
Owensboro’s Community Development Department will recommend to elected lead-
ers later this year northwestern portions of the city between Ewing Road and Orchard 
Street for the next neighborhood revitalization strategy area.

NEW YORK — Mexi-
co’s most notorious drug 
lord, Joaquin “El Chapo” 
Guzman, was convicted 
Tuesday of running an 
industrial-scale smug-
gling operation after a 
three-month trial 
packed with Hol-
lywood-style tales 
of grisly killings, 
political payof fs, 
cocaine hidden 
in jalapeno cans, 
jewel-encr usted 
guns and a naked 
escape with his 
mistress through a 
tunnel.

Guzman listened to a 
drumbeat of guilty verdicts 
on drug and conspiracy 
charges that could put the 
61-year-old escape artist 
behind bars for decades in 
a maximum-security U.S. 
prison selected to thwart 
another one of the break-
outs that made him a folk 
hero in his native country.

A jur y whose mem-
bers’ identities were kept 
secret as a security mea-
sure reached a verdict 
after deliberating six days 
in the expansive case. 
They sorted through what 
authorities called an “ava-
lanche” of evidence gath-
ered since the late 1980s 
that Guzman and his mur-
derous Sinaloa drug cartel 
made billions in profits 
by smuggling tons of 
cocaine, heroin, meth 
and marijuana into the 
U.S.

As the judge read the 
verdict, Guzman stared 
at the jury, and his wife 
watched the scene, both 
with resignation in their 
faces. When the jurors 
were discharged and 
Guzman stood to leave 
the courtroom, the cou-
ple traded thumbs-ups.

U.S. District Judge 
Brian Cogan lauded the 
jur y’s meticulous atten-
tion to detail and the 
“remarkable” approach 
i t  took toward del ib-
erations. Cogan said it 
made him “very proud to 
be an American.”

E v i d e n c e  s h o w e d 
dr ugs poured into the 
U.S. through secret tun-
nels or hidden in tanker 
trucks, concealed in the 
undercarriage of passen-
ger cars and packed in 
rail cars passing through 
l eg i t ima te  po in ts  o f 
entry — suggesting that 

a border wall wouldn’t 
be much of a worry.

T h e  p r o s e c u t i o n ’ s 
case against Guzman, a 
roughly 5½-foot figure 
whose nickname trans-
lates to “Shorty,” includ-
ed the testimony of sev-
eral turncoats and other 

witnesses. Among 
them were Guz-
m a n ’ s  f o r m e r 
Sinaloa l ieuten-
ants, a computer 
encryption expert 
and a Colombian 
cocaine supplier 
who under went 
extreme plast ic 
surger y to dis -

guise his appearance.
One Sinaloa insider 

d e s c r i b e d  M e x i c a n 
workers getting contact 
h ighs  whi le  packing 
cocaine into thousands 
of jalapeno cans — ship-
ments that totaled 25 to 
30 tons of cocaine worth 
$500 million each year. 
Another testified how 
G u z m a n  s o m e t i m e s 
acted as his own sicario, 
or hitman, punishing a 
Sinaloan who dared to 
work for another car tel 
by kidnapping him, beat-
ing and shooting him 
and having his men bury 
the victim while he was 
still alive, gasping for air.

The defense case last-
ed just half an hour. Guz-
man’s lawyers did not 
deny his crimes as much 
as argue he was a fall 
guy for government wit-
nesses who were more 
evil than he was.

In closing arguments, 
defense attorney Jeffrey 
Lichtman urged the jury 
not to believe govern-
ment witnesses who “lie, 
steal, cheat, deal drugs 
and kill people.”

U.S. Attor ney Rich-
ard Donoghue cal led 
the conviction “a victory 
for the American people 
who suf fered so much” 
whi le  the  de fendant 
poured poison over the 
borders. He expected 
Guzman to get life with-
out parole.

“It is a sentence from 
which there is no escape 
and no return,” Dono-
ghue told a news confer-
ence outside the cour t-
house,  through snow 
and sleet.

He added: “There are 
those who say the war 
on dr ugs is not wor th 
fighting. Those people 
are wrong.”

Notorious drug 
lord ‘El Chapo’ 

Guzman convicted
BY TOM HAYS

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Joaquin 
Guzman
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